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Base data (Based on the Stats SA 2001 Census, unless indicated otherwise) 

* Percentage population aged 15 to 64 
 
Private sector performance: Key sector overview 
 
Agriculture The agricultural sector contributes some 10% to the node’s GDP and employs almost one third of the 

working population. The sector comprises mainly large commercial farming. Due to a desert-like 
climate and arid soil, the opportunities for large-scale commercial-crop farming are few. Lamb and goat 
production dominates the sector, and a small region produces horticultural crops such as olives, apricots 
and grapes. Very little agro-processing occurs in the node; meat, carcasses and skins are exported to 
major markets for further processing and / or export. Skins could be processed locally if suitable 
infrastructure were in place.  

 
Tourism Tourism is an important contributor to the district’s employment (15%) and contributes some 2% to 

GDP. This is mainly due to the Central Karoo’s location along the N1, as many people stop en route 
between Gauteng and Cape Town. The challenge is that only about 2% of the Western Cape’s many 
tourists visit the Central Karoo as their primary destination. This may be explained by the lack of tourist 
attractions in the area, aside from the Karoo National Park.  

 
Mining  Mining’s contribution in respect of GDP and employment is negligible. However, there are substantial 

uranium resources in the area and interest in developing them. However, the overall viability of any 
mining operations is heavily dependent on global commodity prices and the rand-dollar exchange rate. 

 
Public sector performance: General observations 
 

� The IDP’s focus has changed from basic service delivery to social and economic development.  
� It is a concern that since 2002 there has been no IDP manager in the district municipality; instead, the creation of the 

IDP has been outsourced to consultants.  
� The municipality has developed a sound and detailed LED strategy. Current initiatives aim to develop agro-

processing and tourism in the node. 
 
Opportunities to facilitate economic growth 
 
Specific investment opportunities 

Correctional facility  Estimated cost: R500 million; Estimated jobs: 500 
Cold storage facility  Estimated cost: R4.5 million; Estimated jobs: 450 
Introduction of game in Karoo NP  Estimated cost: R1-2 million; Estimated jobs: 10 
Skin processing (sheep, goat) Capital requirement unknown; Estimated jobs: 5-10 

  
General actions 

� Protect the “Karoo Lamb” brand in order to increase the value of meat products produced in the region. 
� Fast-track applications for mining rights to begin mining uranium in the area. 
� Upgrade the rail link between Gauteng and Cape Town to decrease the cost of freight and passenger transport to and 

from the Central Karoo. 
� Investigate the possibility of introducing more game into the Karoo National Park to make it a more attractive tourist 

destination. 

Population 60,483  Rural population 20% 
Employment rate 36.2% (Average for rural nodes: 

15%, average for SA: 33%) 
Min Grade 12 education 15% of population aged 20+ 

Potential labour pool* 61% of total population Access to electricity 
GDP per capita R 11,116 (Quantec)  

84% of households (average for rural 
nodes: 43%; average for SA: 70%) 


